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rated from his Queen. It may easily bo conceived, therefore,
Low he loved her, and that he allowed himself to bo guided by
her in all tilings. As the Queen herself was guided in all things
by Madame des Ursins, the influence of this latter \vas all
powerful.

Soon, indeed, the Junta became a mere show. Everything
was brought before the King in private, and ho gave no deci-
sion until the Queen and Madame des Ursins had passed theirs.
This conduct met with no opposition from our Court, but our
ministers at the Court of Spain and the Spanish ministers hero
,soon began to complain of it. The first to do so were Cardinals
d'Estrdes and Portocarrero. Madame cle Maintenon laughed at
them, and Madame des Ursins, of whom they were old friends,
soon showed them that she did not mean to abate one jot of her
power. She first endeavoured to bring about a coldness be-
tween the two, and this succeeded so well, that in consequence
of the quarrels that resulted, the Spanish Cardinal, Portoearrero
(who, it will be remembered, had played an important part in
bringing Philip to the Spanish throne) wished to quit the Junta.
But Madame des Ursins, who thought that the time had not
yet arrived for this step, persuaded him to remain, and endea-
voured to flatter his vanity by an expedient altogether ridicu-
lous. She gave him the command of a regiment of guards, and
he, priest, archbishop, primate, and cardinal, accepted it, and
was, of course, well laughed at by everybody for his pains.
The two cardinals soon after became reconciled to each other,
feeling, perhaps, the necessity of uniting against tho common
^nemy. But they could come to no better understanding with
her. Disagreements continued, so that at last, feeling her posi-
tion perfectly secure, the Princesse des Ursins begged permission
to retire into Italy, knowing full well that she would not bo
taken at her word, and hoping by this means to deliver herself
of these stumbling-blocks in her path.

Our ministers, who felt they would lose all control over
Spanish affairs if Madame des Ilrsins was allowed to remain
mistress, did all in their power to support the D'Estr&s. But
Madame de Maintenon pleaded so well with the King, repre-